                                           Independent Reading Assignment

                               AP English Literature & Composition

                                                               2014-2015
In order to broaden your repertoire of texts, you will be reading 4 novels or plays of your own choosing this year (from the AP Suggested Readings List)—one every 6-7 weeks . In addition to the reading, you'll be keeping a reading journal. 

The independent reading assignments will be due on Mondays. 
*Note: For this assignment, NO LATE WORK WILL BE ACCEPTED since assignment instructions and expectations are clearly given at the beginning of the school year along with due dates. If you know you will be absent on a due date, submit it sooner than the due date. 
Even though you are required to read only five texts independently, try to read a variety of texts, so not all novels or not all plays, unless you think you need extra work, say reading Shakespeare. The choice is really up to you and you should justify your choices to me. 

A note on the quality of your work: One observation from AP readers is that students are not able to wrestle with complex texts. I am not so sure that the ability is lacking. Rather, I think it is the desire or the willingness to read hard texts and think deeply about them that is sometimes missing. It does require discipline to train yourself to read complex texts, but so worth it, not only for the AP tests, but also for college and beyond. Lazy thinking gives you mud for brains. Use these assignments as exercises in compressing your brain mud into diamonds. In other words, sloppy, lazy, 9th grade work is not going to cut it.

What to read? You should definitely choose something you will be interested in. Interested does not mean that the task will be fun in the usual sense. In fact, it may be, should be hard. But doing well and succeeding at something hard can be fun. 

Part 1: Reading Assignment Guidelines (60% of grade)

You must complete all four sections typed and submit them in order.
1. Major Works Data Sheet. Be thorough!
2. Literature Analysis: (400-500 words) You will use the handout “LYSK Fiction Analysis” and apply it to the text. Organize each answer in its own paragraph.

3. FIVE (5) Journal Entries (2 pages each). 

As you read, use close reading techniques to improve them. Keep a journal in addition to any notes you may make in that process. Your close reading may and should prompt ideas for journal entries. Use any of the following starters for journal entries. Never summarize the text!! All journal entries are to be analytical exercises focusing as much as possible on the author’s use of literary devices/techniques and the purpose and function for these choices. See sample journals.
Be sure to vary your entry types (don't do the same thing over and over again).

• Start with a quotation from a chapter and comment on it. Why is it important? Extend

beyond the text itself. Ex: maybe the passage is important for a character, but how about

us?

• Pull out a soliloquy or short scene from a play and analyze it. Why it is important? What is revealed, etc.?

• Reading between the lines. Sometimes it's what characters don't say that matters. Cite a

passage and explain what's really going on. Be sure to show how you know it.

• Analyze the development of a dynamic character: how is it she/he grows, learns, etc.?

(AP tests are full of passages that show character growth).

• Cite and explain and ironic passage. How does irony function in the work?

• Cite a passage and analyze the author's style: choice of words, syntax, tone, etc. Why do

you think the author used this style for this work? How effective is the passage at

achieving the author's purpose?

• Cite and agree, disagree or qualify a point of view in the work (best for persuasive

nonfiction). Give context for the point of view first.

• Something else? Think of something. We will add to this list as we go.

Important note: any time you cite a passage, it DOES NOT count toward the word count for your journal entry. You do not have to copy an entire passage though. Why not include a photocopy or, if digital, cut and paste.

4. A Final Reflection: Choose any of the following (1-2 full pages) For any of these choices, cite (quote) the text in support of what you say.

• Personal reflection: why you liked this book and are glad you read it.

• Recommendation: choose a person you know, and write an email to him or her giving

your recommendation. If this person is another student in our class, be sure to share your

book and recommendation with him/her.

• What you learned about yourself as a reader? What did you learn from studying this

book? Be specific.

• Literature often reflects the time period in which it is created. What have you learned or

did you already know about the period in which your work was written.

Part 2: In-class Timed Essay Exam (40% of grade)

In addition, you will use your independent reading text in order to answer an in-class, timed open-ended essay question from a former AP English Literature Exam. 








              Independent Reading List Options 
Independent Reading Assignment #1 List (Due: Mon. Oct. 13)

As I Lay Dying

The Awakening

Beloved

Bleak House

Cat’s Eye

The Cherry Orchard

The Color Purple

Crime and Punishment

The Crossing

A Farewell to Arms
Woman Warrior

Fences

The Glass Menagerie

The Golden Bowl

The Hairy Ape

Heart of Darkness

Invisible Man  

The Kite Runner

Macbeth

Madame Bovary

The Memory Keeper’s Daughter

Moby-Dick

The Namesake

Nineteen Eighty-four

Our Town

The Plague

A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man

Like Water For Chocolate

Snow

A Streetcar Named Desire

Things Fall Apart
A Thousand Splendid Suns

The 

Independent Reading Assignment #2 List (Due:  Mon. Dec. 8 )
All the King’s Men

American Pastoral

Angels in America

Anna Karenina

Antigone

Brave New World

Broken for You

Ceremony

Copenhagen

Cry, the Beloved Country

The Bluest Eye

Go Tell It on the Mountain

The Grapes of Wrath

The Handmaid’s Tale

Hard Times

House Made of Dawn

Invisible Man

Julius Caesar

Moll Flanders

Native Son

Never Let Me Go

Fahrenheit 451

The Octopus

Oliver Twist

A Passage to India

Reservation Blues

Rhinoceros
Purple Hibiscus

Sister Carrie

Sophie’s Choice

The Things They Carried

To Kill a Mockingbird

The       The Cider House Rules

Independent Reading Assignment #3 List (Due:  Mon.  Feb. 23)

The Age of Innocence

Alias Grace

All the King’s Men

All the Pretty Horses

Billy Budd

The Brothers Karamazov

Catch-22

Cold Mountain

Don Quixote

Emma
Henry IV, Part I

Huckleberry Finn

King Lear

Tortilla Curtain

The Misanthrope

The Piano Lesson
A Tree Grows In Brooklyn

Pride and Prejudice

In the Time of the Butterflies

Pygmalion

The Sound and the Fury

A Streetcar Named Desire

A Tale of Two Cities

Their Eyes Were Watching God

Tom Jones
The Secret Life of Bees
Wut      Wuthering Heights
Independent Reading Assignment #4 List (Due: Mon. April 13)

The Picture of Dorian Gray

The Age of Innocence

The American
Jane Eyre

As You Like It

The Autobiography of An-Ex-Colored Man

Bless Me, Ultima

Death of a Salesman

Ethan Frome

A Gesture Life

Middlemarch

Mrs. Dalloway 

Sense and Sensibility

Obasan
The Joy Luck Club

Othello
Rain of Gold

One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich

Persuasion

A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man
Push

The Portrait of a Lady

Rosencrantz and Guildenstern Are Dead

The Scarlet Letter

Surfacing
Sula
Great Expectations
The Sun Also Rises
The Street

Typical America
The Catcher in the Rye
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