                                                                        ENGLISH 10 A/B

                                           Syllabus 2014-2015

Instructor: Ms. Hidalgo

Classroom: 313

Email: tmh4064@lausd.net
Website: www.misshidalgo.weebly.com

Belmont High School

LAUSD Course Description: English 10 includes standards-based instructional components that focus on persuasion, exposition, and literary analysis, integrating the skills of reading, writing, listening, and speaking. English 10 A/B meets the basic 10th grade English requirements for graduation and fulfills the "b" requirements of the UC/CSU Subject Area requirements.

*Instructional Component 1: Persuasion 
*Instructional Component 2 - Exposition 
*Instructional Component 3: Literary 
REPRESENTATIVE SKILLS – English 10 will include, but not limited to:

    • Applying appropriate reading strategies to make meaning of text;

    • Using instructional conversations (speaking and listening) to strengthen comprehension;

    • Evaluating the credibility of an author’s argument;

    • Defending a position using appropriate evidence;

    • Analyzing, evaluating, and elaborating on informational and literary texts;

    • Using the writing process for multiple purposes, including on-demand writing tasks

    • Engaging in research and individual inquiry to locate, analyze, and evaluate information;

    • Using inquiry and multiple sources to write research papers;

    • Developing a grade-appropriate academic vocabulary, including literal and implied meanings of words;

    • Preparing for California assessments

 ASSESSMENTS will include
    • Teacher designed quizzes and tests

    • Student-written essays

    • Multi-media/Oral presentations

    • Periodic Assessments

    * Project Based Learning

      Class Activities

Students will engage in a variety of activities such as shared reading, independent reading, Reader’s/Writer’s Notebook (freewriting, reading journals, and dialectical journals), Poetry Response Assignments, Independent Reading Assignments, Socratic seminar, grammar exercises, vocabulary, and literary technique exercises, in-class timed essays (2-3 pages), take-home MLA style literary analysis/interpretation essays (3-5 pages), extended research papers (5-7 pages). *Note: All essays will have multiple drafts; Students will engage in writing workshops in order to proofread, enrich, and edit their essays before final submission.
MANDATORY CLASS MATERIALS:

1. 200 page Subject Notebook dedicated exclusively to this class for warm ups, journals, and notes.
2. Homework Agenda 

3. A Set of Colored Pens (Black, Red, Blue, Green, + any others )

5. USB (Flash Drive) to save word-processed assignments                                                                                           6. An Email Address                                                                                                                                                        7. L.A. Public Library Card (for Independent Reading)
COURSE POLICIES 

Attendance/Absences/Makeup Work: Your presence (mind and body) in class is essential. If you must miss class due to illness or other circumstances beyond your control, it is your responsibility to find out which assignments you missed, to acquire the handouts, and to borrow and copy the class notes for the day(s) you were absent. Because you will have at least a week’s lead-time for papers and other major assignments, the due date remains the same regardless of your absence. If you are ill the day a paper is due, deliver it to a friend who can turn it in for you. If an emergency arises (illness or otherwise) and you absolutely cannot complete an assignment, I will need a note from your parent/guardian explaining the situation.
Late Assignments: Your responsibilities in this class include keeping your own up-to-date assignment notebook, maintaining pace with the reading, and turning all assignments in on time. If you do not understand an assignment, ask for help far enough in advance to have time to finish the assignment. If you are having personal difficulties apart from class, talk to me before an assigned due date so that we can make other arrangements. Otherwise, each day an assignment is late, I will subtract 10% from the grade. Once I have graded and returned an assignment, you cannot turn that assignment in for credit.

For long-term assignments that are given weeks in advance of the due date, no late work will be 
accepted (i.e. Independent Reading Assignments, Poetry Response Assignments, Research Essays). No 
exceptions! If you know that you will be absent on a due date due to a game, field trip, or other personal reason, you must submit your work in advance or email the documents to me ( as attachments only) on the due date by 5 pm at: tmh4064@lausd.net
Classroom Rules/Expectations: I expect you to be in class and writing when the bell rings. Have your assignment ready to hand in if one is due at the beginning of class. Further, students are expected to conduct themselves in a manner commensurate with the school rules.  Personal discipline, academic responsibility, daily preparation, and mutual respect enhance the classroom environment and ensure all participants of a positive, enriching learning experience. No electronics are allowed in class at any time. The school’s electronics policy will be strictly enforced. (Teacher will confiscate any visible electronic devices or beauty products.) 
Reading: Keeping up with reading assignments is crucial to your success in this class. If you have not read the assignment, you cannot thoughtfully participate in class discussion. If you fall behind in the reading, you will become overwhelmed and set yourself up for frustration when it comes time to write a paper. Bear in mind that some of the reading will be difficult and you may not understand it all the first time. That’s OK; I want the reading to stretch your thinking. Do the best you can to understand; meanwhile, write down questions in your notebook that we can address in class. Use your class notes and handouts to help yourself understand or answer your questions and then if you still need help, I am always happy to help anyone who asks for help.

Also, you will be reading literature independently outside of class, for 2 hours per week and complete Independent Reading Logs and Close Reading Graphic Organizers every week. Your IR Packets will be due EVERY MONDAY! You can NEVER say that you don’t have homework. 
Plagiarism/Cheating: I begin the year with complete trust and faith in each of you. Please do not abuse that trust by being dishonest. Learning cooperatively is great, and I encourage you to get together to brainstorm and discuss assignments. When you sit down to complete an individual assignment, however, let the work be yours alone. Penalties for plagiarism—another word for cheating—are stiff. If a paper is obviously copied, whether from a classmate’s work or from the Internet, it will receive no credit.
GRADING POLICY:  

Evaluation: For major assignments I will provide the rubrics or explain the expectations that I will use to assess your work. For general reference, however, here are four similes and a metaphor to represent my expectations for assignments:
A Like a double mocha cappuccino with whipped cream and sprinkles, “A” work goes above and beyond expectations. It not only demonstrates an understanding of concepts discussed in class, but also takes risks and presents additional insights.

B Like a really good cup of coffee, “B” demonstrates understanding of the concepts presented in class and shows thought and effort, but it doesn’t take any risks or offer fresh insight.

C Like decaf, “C” work is solid, but doesn’t pack the punch of “A” or “B” work. It’s competent, but not dazzling.

D Like the burnt dregs from a gas-station coffee pot, a “D” paper is there, but leaves a bad taste. “D” work just doesn’t hang together and probably shows lack of thought and effort.

F As Ani Difranco says, “The coffee is just water dressed in brown.” While “F” is definitely better than zero, it is clearly not up to snuff. “F” work is the result of careless work and poor planning.

FINAL GRADE SCALE FOR REPORT CARDS



A 90-100



B 89-80



C 79-70



F 69 or lower

*Note: Commensurate with LAUSD Policy, D’s will NOT be given for any progress  


report or report card; anything below a 69% will be deemed UNSATISFACTORY and 

will earn  an F as a final course grade.

	                     Course Work
	                 Percent of Final Grade

	Reader’s/Writer’s Notebook, Discussion Participation, In-Class Timed Essays, Reading Quizzes, Class Activities
	30%

	Essays and Projects
	50%

	Completion of other course requirements

(i.e. reading assigned material,  attendance, commitment, effort, work ethic, progress made etc.)
	20%


. 
*Note: Do NOT see me in the last 2 weeks of a semester to ask me for make up work. It is your responsibility to keep track of all assignments and to make them up in a timely manner.
CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS
1. Be responsible.

Failure to arrive to class on time or to complete homework or any assignments will result in a detention. Every detention assigned will warrant a phone call home.

La falta de completar las tareas o asignaciones dará lugar a una detención.

2. Respect.

· yourself

· others

· the classroom: keep it clean.

· rules

· due dates

· other’s property and belongings

3. Work hard. 

Enter the classroom and begin on the warm up immediately. Stay on task, participate, ask clarifying questions, apply yourself to the best of your ability on all assignments and homework.

4. No electronic devices allowed during class. Ever!

 I will not ask students to put away an electronic device during class time. Instead, I will confiscate any electronic device I see the first time I see or hear it – No warnings! Any confiscated electronic device (i.e. cell phones, ipods, etc…) can only be picked up from my class once a week: Fridays after school. Do NOT ask for it at any other time. No exceptions.

No se permiten aparatos electrónicos durante la clase. Avisos de emergencia pueden ser comunicados por la oficina central de la escuela. Por favor llame (213) 241-4300 para comunicarse con su hijo/a en una emergencia. Cualquier aparato electrónico utilizado durante la clase sera confiscado. Cualquier aparato confiscado  sólo se puede recoger de mi clase una vez por semana: los viernes después de la escuela. No se puede recoger el aparato en cualquier otro momento. No hay excepciones. 

5. Always ask permission to leave the classroom.

6. Support the learning momentum of the class. 

*Have a positive attitude! Boredom is a choice, not a circumstance.

*Do not selfishly interrupt the class or make any students feel as if the class is an unsafe environment. Profanity, harassment, bullying, and violence will not be tolerated.


7. Commit to and apply Ms. Hidalgo’s Core Values:

a. EDUCATION: is the process of teaching or acquiring knowledge and skills.

b. OPTIMISM: is having the most favorable outlook; a positive attitude.

c. CONFIDENCE: is full trust, reliability and assurance in yourself or others.

d. COURAGE: is the quality of mind or spirit that enables a person to face difficult situations.

e. DRIVE: is to strive vigorously toward a goal or objective.

f. HARD WORK: is to use great effort in order to get something accomplished.

g. HUMILITY: is to be modest, meek, teachable and humble.

h. INTEGRITY: is to act according to moral and ethical principles; no lying, no cheating, no stealing.
i. RESPECT: is a positive feeling of esteem or deference for a person and also specific actions and conduct representative of that esteem; it can be both given and/or received; respect is earned.
j. PERSEVERANCE: is persistence to continue, despite difficult obstacles.

11. DISCIPLINE: the willpower to control one's feelings and desires, and overcome one's weaknesses; the ability to pursue what one thinks is right despite temptations to abandon it.
k. RESPONSIBILITY: is being reliable and dependable.

l. PATIENCE: is to calmly endure a trying situation; to resist immediate gratification. 

-----------------------------------------Please Detach and Return --------------------------------------------

I have read Ms. Hidalgo’s Syllabus and I agree to comply with all course expectations and grading policies. 
_______________________________________


________________________________

Print Student’s Name





Student’s Email

_______________________________________


________________________________
Student’s Signature





Parent’s Email

_______________________________________


________________________________

Print Parent’s Name





Home Telephone Number

_______________________________________


________________________________

Parent’s Signature




             Best Contact Phone Number
________________________________________

Date
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