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Fall Semester 2015
Course Outline

Week 1: Aug. 12-15


Welcome Back, Syllabus, Classroom Norms, Core Values Project

Week 2: Aug. 18-22


Diagnostic Writing Task: “This I Believe” Essay

Week 3: Aug. 26-29


UNIT 1- Basics: The Passion in Punctuation. Emoticons, Story to express 
emotion, Attitudes Towards Punctuation (J.K. Rowling & Cormac McCarthy), 
Samples of Passionate writing with Purpose, The Semi-Colon and 
Independent 
Clauses

 
Standard: 9-10.L.2 Demonstrate a command of the conventions of standard 
English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.
 
Essential Question/s: Why do writers use punctuation? How does punctuation affect the meaning of a sentence? How do writers decide what punctuation to use to convey their message?

Learning Objective: Students will learn the appropriate uses of, and 
practice using, the semicolon, comma, colon, and exclamation point.

Language Objective: Students add meaning, style, and voice to their own   
writing through deliberately placed and chosen punctuation marks.
Week 4: Sept. 3-6 (No School on Mon. or Thurs.)


The Comma Ppt. and Punctuation Practice; QUIZ


Standard: 9-10.L.2 Demonstrate a command of the conventions of standard 
English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.

Essential Question/s:  How will paying attention to punctuation marks, 
specifically the use of the comma, help me to better 
            understand the text? How can the comma be used effectively?

Learning Objective: Students will learn the importance of the comma and its 
correct usage.


Language Objective: Students will utilize the comma correctly in sentences. 
Week 5: Sept. 9-13


The Exclamation Point and Practicing Punctuation w/ Postcard; EXAM


Standard: 9-10. RI.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are 
used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze 
the cumulative impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone; 9-10.W.4  
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, 
and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.


CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.9-10.3 Apply knowledge of language to understand how 
language functions in different contexts, to make effective choices for 
meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening.

Essential Question: How does the use of punctuation affect the success of 
our intended communication?  How can punctuation be utilized effectively to 
communicate in the real world?


Learning Objective: Punctuation marks are fundamental in the expression 
of communication and the success or failure of its execution. 


Language Objective: Students will write a passionate postcard note,  
creating a specific tone using a variety of correctly used punctuation marks. 


Project: Postcard Project

Week 6: Sept.16-20


UNIT 2: Instructional Component 1- PERSUASION “Speaking Out”

Intro. To Persuasive Terminology: Argument, Claim, Support, Reasons, 
Evidence, Counterarguments, Rebuttal, Credibility; Study Editorials

· Standard: CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.9-10.6 Acquire and use accurately general 
academic and domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for reading, 
writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; 
demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when 
considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.

· CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.9-10.4 Determine the meaning of words and 
phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and 
technical meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word choices 
on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language of a court opinion differs from 
that of a newspaper).

· CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.9-10.5 Analyze in detail how an author’s ideas or claims 
are developed and refined by particular sentences, paragraphs, or larger 
portions of a text (e.g., a section or chapter).

· CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.9-10.6 Determine an author’s point of view or purpose 
in a text and analyze how an author uses rhetoric to advance that point of 
view or purpose.


Essential Question/s: What are the possible uses for persuasion in the real 
world? How can persuasive pieces serve as a vehicle for social change?

Learning Objective: Students will identify the writer’s argument and 
provide examples of evidence the writer uses to support his/her argument.


Language Objective: Students will explain why or why not the author’s 
argument is credible using the correct terminology of persuasion.


Week 7: Sept. 23-27


6 Secrets TO Persuasion Video and Notes; Persuasion in Marketing; Mini-
Project: Commercial


Persuasive Techniques: Ethos, Logos, Pathos. Kairos, Emotional Appeal, 
Logical Appeal, Reciprocity, Scarcity, Authority, Consistency, Liking, 
Consensus 


· Standard/s: CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.9-10.8 Delineate and evaluate the 
argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is 
valid and the 
evidence is relevant and sufficient; identify false statements 
and fallacious reasoning.
· CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.9-10.9 Analyze seminal U.S. documents of historical and 
literary significance.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.9-10.1 Cite strong and thorough 
textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text. CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.9-10.2 Determine a 
central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, 
including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; 
provide an objective summary of the text. CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.9-
10.3 Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or series of ideas or events, 
including the order in which the points are made, how they are introduced 
and developed, and the connections that are drawn between them.

· Essential Question: What are the characteristics of an effective persuasive 
speech? How do speakers inspire change through words?


Learning Objective: Students will identify the writer’s argument and 
provide examples of evidence the writer uses to support his/her argument.


Language Objective: Students will explain why or why not the author’s 
argument is credible using the correct terminology of persuasion.


Week 8: Sept. 30-October 4


Repetition, Call to Action, loaded language, appeal to authority; Study 
Speeches- Bill Clinton, Sojourner Truth. Barack Obama, Cesar Chavez


Standards/s:CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.9-10.1 Cite strong and thorough 
textual 
evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text. CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.9-10.2 Determine a 
central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, 
including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; 
provide an objective summary of the text. CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.9-
10.3 Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or series of ideas or events, 
including the order in which the points are made, how they are introduced 
and developed, and the connections that are drawn between them.
· Essential Question: What are the characteristics of an effective persuasive 
speech? How do speakers inspire change through words?

Learning Objective: Students will identify the writer’s argument and 
provide examples of evidence the writer uses to support his/her argument.


Language Objective: Students will explain why or why not the author’s 
argument is credible using the correct terminology of persuasion.


Week 9: Oct. 7- 11


Repetition, Call to Action, loaded language, appeal to authority; Study 
Speeches- Bill Clinton, Sojourner Truth. Barack Obama, Cesar Chavez


Standards/s:CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.9-10.1 Cite strong and thorough 
textual 
evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text. CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.9-10.2 Determine a 
central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, 
including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; 
provide an objective summary of the text. CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.9-
10.3 Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or series of ideas or events, 
including the order in which the points are made, how they are introduced 
and developed, and the connections that are drawn between them.
· Essential Question: What are the characteristics of an effective persuasive 
speech? How do speakers inspire change through words?

Learning Objective: Students will identify the writer’s argument and 
provide examples of evidence the writer uses to support his/her argument.


Language Objective: Students will explain why or why not the author’s 
argument is credible using the correct terminology of persuasion.


Week 10: Oct. 14-18


Controversial Topics in World of Health and Medicine: Read and Research; 
Identify Methods of Persuasion in research texts; view Michael Moore’s Sicko. 


Persuasive Speech Prompt/s (Health Issues) and Research

· Standard/s: CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.9-10.1 Write arguments to support claims 

· in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and 
relevant and sufficient evidence.

· CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.9-10.7 Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.

· CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.9-10.8 Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the usefulness of each source in answering the research question; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation.

· CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.9-10.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.

· Essential Question/s: What are the characteristics of an effective persuasive 
speech? How do speakers inspire change through words?

Learning Objective: Students will write an argument and research credible 
sources to find appropriate evidence to support their argument.


Language Objective: Students will write a persuasive speech, utilizing a 
variety of persuasive methods and sophisticated vocabulary. 

Week 11: Oct. 21-25 


PERIODIC ASSESSMENT: PERSUASION; Perform Speeches
· Standards: CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.9-10.4  Present information, findings, and 
supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically such that listeners can 
follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, substance, 
and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and task.
· CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.9-10.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, 
demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. 


Essential Question: How can the delivery of a speech affect an audience?


Learning Objective: Students will effectively read and perform a persuasive 
speech using characteristics of successful public speaking. 


Language Objective: Students will articulate a speech using various 
persuasive methods.


Week 12: Oct. 28-Nov.1


Writer’s Workshop- Write Speeches; Public Speaking Techniques; Rehearse 
Speeches

· Standard/s: CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.9-10.1 Write arguments to support claims 

· in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and 
relevant and sufficient evidence.

· CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.9-10.7 Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.

· CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.9-10.8 Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the usefulness of each source in answering the research question; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation.

· CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.9-10.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.

· Essential Question/s: What are the characteristics of an effective persuasive 
speech? What are effective public speaking techniques?
· Learning Objective: Students will write an argument and research credible 
sources to find appropriate evidence to support their argument.


Language Objective: Students will write a persuasive speech, utilizing a 
variety of persuasive methods and sophisticated vocabulary. 

Week 13: Nov. 4-8


UNIT 3: PBL- Project Contagion: Should vaccines be mandated?


Newsletter- Writing News Articles and Editorials
· Standard/s: CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.9-10.1 Write arguments to support claims 

· in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and 
relevant and sufficient evidence.

· CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.9-10.7 Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.

· CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.9-10.8 Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the usefulness of each source in answering the research question; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation.

· CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.9-10.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.


Essential Questions: Are immunizations a choice or a duty to society?       
Are vaccinations dangerous? Do we have the right to forgo immunization 
regulations? Should there be local, federal, or international immunization 
policies? How can the spread of disease be prevented? What are the 
different ways to disinfect contact surfaces? Whose responsibility is it to 
contain pathogens?   

Learning Objective: Students will locate and synthesize credible 
resources, determine fact vs. opinion, differentiate between primary and 
secondary sources, use proper MLA citation, synthesize opinions to draw 
conclusions, use relevant information and resources to build a 
logical 
argument

Language Objective: Students will write a draft of a news article or editorial 
using academic vocabulary and credible sources to support their claim. 

Week 14: Nov. 11-15


PBL- Project Contagion: Should vaccines be mandated?


Newsletter- Writer’s Workshop - News Articles and Editorials
· Standard/s: CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.9-10.1 Write arguments to support claims 

· in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and 
relevant and sufficient evidence.

· CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.9-10.7 Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.

· CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.9-10.8 Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the usefulness of each source in answering the research question; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation.

· CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.9-10.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.


Essential Questions: Are immunizations a choice or a duty to society?       
Are vaccinations dangerous? Do we have the right to forgo immunization 
regulations? Should there be local, federal, or international immunization 
policies? How can the spread of disease be prevented? What are the 
different ways to disinfect contact surfaces? Whose responsibility is it to 
contain pathogens?   

Learning Objective: Students will locate and synthesize credible 
resources, determine fact vs. opinion, differentiate between primary and 
secondary sources, use proper MLA citation, synthesize opinions to draw 
conclusions, use relevant information and resources to build a 
logical 
argument

Language Objective: Students will write a draft of a news article or editorial 
using academic vocabulary and credible sources to support their claim. 

Week 15: Nov. 18-22


PBL- Project Contagion: Should vaccines be mandated?


Newsletter- Writer’s Workshop: News Articles and Editorials; Peer-
Editing and Revision
· Standard/s: CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.9-10.1 Write arguments to support claims 

· in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and 
relevant and sufficient evidence.

· CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.9-10.7 Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.

· CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.9-10.8 Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the usefulness of each source in answering the research question; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation.

· CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.9-10.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.


Essential Questions: Are immunizations a choice or a duty to society?       
Are vaccinations dangerous? Do we have the right to forgo immunization 
regulations? Should there be local, federal, or international immunization 
policies? How can the spread of disease be prevented? What are the 
different ways to disinfect contact surfaces? Whose responsibility is it to 
contain pathogens?   

Learning Objective: Students will locate and synthesize credible 
resources, determine fact vs. opinion, differentiate between primary and 
secondary sources, use proper MLA citation, synthesize opinions to draw 
conclusions, use relevant information and resources to build a 
logical 
argument

Language Objective: Students will write a draft of a news article or editorial 
using academic vocabulary and credible sources to support their claim. 

Week 16: Nov. 25 -29


Unit 4: Introduction to Expository Writing; Purpose, Voice, Style


Listen to and Study “This I Believe” Expository Essays

· Standards: CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.9-10.1 Cite strong and thorough textual 
evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text. CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.9-10.2 Determine a 
central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, 
including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; 
provide an objective summary of the text. CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.9-10.3  
Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or series of ideas or events, 
including the order in which the points are made, how they are introduced 
and developed, and the connections that are drawn between them.


Essential Question: What is the purpose of expository writing? What are the 
characteristics and techniques utilized in expository writing? What methods 
contribute to a writer’s style and ability to appeal to an audience?


Learning Objective: Students will read and analyze the development of  


expository essays; Students will learn the purpose and methods involved 
in expository writing.


Language Objective: Students will express how an author’s ideas are 
expressed and developed in an expository text.

Week 17: Dec. 2-6


Inocente Expository Project: Pre-writing, Interviews, Drafting 

· Standards: CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.9-10.2 Write informative/explanatory texts 
to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and 
accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of 
content. CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.9-10.2a Introduce a topic; organize complex 
ideas, 
concepts, and information to make important connections and 

multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.

· CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.9-10.2b Develop the topic with well-chosen, relevant 
examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic.

· CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.9-10.2c Use appropriate and varied transitions to link 
the ideas and concepts. CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.9-10.2d Use precise language 
and domain-specific vocabulary to manage the complexity of the topic. 

· CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.9-10.2e Establish and maintain a formal style and 
objective tone while attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline 
in which they are writing. CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.9-10.2f Provide a concluding 
statement or section that follows from and supports the information or 
explanation presented (e.g., 
articulating implications or the significance of 
the topic).


Essential Questions: What is the purpose of expository writing? What are 
the characteristics and techniques utilized in expository writing? What 
methods contribute to a writer’s style and ability to appeal to an audience?


Learning Objective: Students will read and analyze the development of  


expository essays; Students will learn the purpose and methods involved 
in expository writing.


Language Objective: Students will express how an author’s ideas are 
expressed and developed in an expository text; Students will write an 
expository essay, describing themselves and the sociological factors that 
have shaped them and their dreams. 

Week 18: Dec. 9-13


Writer’s Workshop: Expository Writing – Synopsis for Inocente Project

· Standards: CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.9-10.2 Write informative/explanatory texts 
to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and 
accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of 
content. CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.9-10.2a Introduce a topic; organize complex 
ideas, 
concepts, and information to make important connections and 

multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.

· CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.9-10.2b Develop the topic with well-chosen, relevant 
examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic.

· CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.9-10.2c Use appropriate and varied transitions to link 
the ideas and concepts. CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.9-10.2d Use precise language 
and domain-specific vocabulary to manage the complexity of the topic. 

· CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.9-10.2e Establish and maintain a formal style and 
objective tone while attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline 
in which they are writing. CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.9-10.2f Provide a concluding 
statement or section that follows from and supports the information or 
explanation presented (e.g., 
articulating implications or the significance of 
the topic).


Essential Question: How can expository writing also entertain an audience?


Learning Objective: Students will develop a clear writing style within the 
expository composition genre.


Language Objective: Students will write an expository essay, describing 
themselves and the sociological factors that have shaped them and their 
dreams, incorporating figurative language, sentence variety, correct 
grammar and punctuation, and elevated vocabulary through the use of a 
thesaurus. 

Week 19: Dec. 15-19


FINALS WEEK; Project Submission and Presentations
· Standards: CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.9-10.4 Present information, findings, and 
supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically such that listeners can 
follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, substance, 
and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and task.

· CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.9-10.5 Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, 
graphical, audio, visual, and interactive elements) in presentations to 
enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add 
interest. CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.9-10.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts 
and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or 
appropriate. (See grades 9–10 Language standards 1 and 3 here for specific 
expectations.)


Essential Question: How can digital media enhance and expository 
composition?


Learning Objective: Students will produce an effective expository 
composition and enhance it with a media presentation. 


Language Objective: Students will present and articulate an expository 
composition and media presentation using academic vocabulary and 
appropriate pubic speaking techniques.
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