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Course Outline

Week 1: Aug. 12-15


Welcome Back, Syllabus, Classroom Norms, Icebreakers, Introduce the A.P. 
Lit. Practice Test

Week 2: Aug. 18-22


Diagnostic Writing Task, Introduce Independent Reading Assignment, and 
LYSK Fiction Analysis Process using “Reunion” by John Cheever and “Do You 
Know Where I Am?” by Sherman Alexie. Show sample IR Journals for each 
story.

Week 3: Aug. 26-29


Continue LYSK Practice, using “A Temporary Matter” and “Mrs. Sen’s” by 
Jhumpa Lahiri. Students practice IR Journal for one.

· Standards: CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.11-12.1 Cite strong and thorough textual 
evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the text leaves 
matters uncertain.

· CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.11-12.2 Determine two or more themes or central 
ideas of a text and analyze their development over the course of the text, 
including how they interact and build on one another to produce a complex 
account; provide an objective summary of the text.

· CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.11-12.3 Analyze the impact of the author’s choices 
regarding how to develop and relate elements of a story or drama (e.g., 
where a story is set, how the action is ordered, how the characters are 
introduced and developed).


Learning Objective: Students will read fictional short stories and practice 
analyzing them using the LYSK process.


Language Objective: Student write literature analyses using literary 
terminology and objective point of view.

Week 4: Sept. 3-6


Introduce Poem Response Journals and sample PRJs with Literary Terms 
List. Poems include “Funeral Blues” and  “Lost Brother.”

· Standard: CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.11-12.1 Write arguments to support claims 
in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and 
relevant and sufficient evidence. CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.11-12.2 Write 
informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, 
concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective 
selection, organization, and analysis of content.


Learning Objective: Students will learn poetic devices and understand the 
poem analysis process.


Language Objective: Students will write poem analyses using literary 
terminology and objective point of view. 

Week 5: Sept. 9-13


Aristotole’s Poetics: Tragic Hero, Literary Terms for Drama, Dramatic Irony, 
Begin Oedipus Rex.


Standards: CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.11-12.1 Cite strong and thorough textual 
evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the text leaves 
matters uncertain.
· CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.11-12.2 Determine two or more themes or central 
ideas of a text and analyze their development over the course of the text, 
including how they interact and build on one another to produce a complex 
account; provide an objective summary of the text.

· CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.11-12.3 Analyze the impact of the author’s choices 
regarding how to develop and relate elements of a story or drama (e.g., 
where a story is set, how the action is ordered, how the characters are 
introduced and developed).


Learning Objective: Students will read and understand Aristotle’s definition 
for a tragic hero and learn the literary terms for drama.


Language Objective: Students will articulate their ideas on Aristotle’s tragic 
hero philosophy and apply it to the play Oedipus Rex using correct literary 
terminology. 


Week 6:  Sept. 16-20


Oedipus Rex continued: Reading and Analysis, Focus: Characterization; Tragic 
Hero Chart, MWDS, Figurative Devices Chart

· Standards: CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.11-12.1 Cite strong and thorough textual 
evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the text leaves 
matters uncertain.

· CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.11-12.2 Determine two or more themes or central 
ideas of a text and analyze their development over the course of the text, 
including how they interact and build on one another to produce a complex 
account; provide an objective summary of the text.

· CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.11-12.3 Analyze the impact of the author’s choices 
regarding how to develop and relate elements of a story or drama (e.g., 
where a story is set, how the action is ordered, how the characters are 
introduced and developed).


Learning Objective: Students will and analyze the Greek tragedy, Oedipus 
Rex, and apply Aristotle’s definition of tragic hero in the analysis of 
characterization. 


Language Objective: Students will articulate their ideas on Aristotle’s tragic 
hero philosophy and apply it to the play Oedipus Rex using correct literary 
terminology. 


Week 7: Sept. 24-27


Conclude Oedipus Rex and Writer’s Workshop: Literary Analysis Essay- Study 
A.P. Exam Prompts, Rubrics, and Student Responses (Justice, Illuminating 
Incident, Literal/Figurative Journey); Timed-Essay on Oedipus Rex
· Standards: CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.11-12.1 Write arguments to support claims 
in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and 
relevant and sufficient evidence. CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.11-12.2 Write 
informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, 
concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective 
selection, organization, and analysis of content.


Learning Objective: Students understand the use of dramatic irony. 


Language Objective: Students defend their stance on whether or not 
Oedipus is a tragic hero or not using correct literary terminology and 
objective point of view. 

Week 8: Sept. 30-Oct. 4


Standard:


Learning Objective:


Language Objective:

Week 9: Oct. 7-11


Standard:


Learning Objective:


Language Objective:

Week 10: Oct. 14-18


Standard:


Learning Objective:


Language Objective:

Week 11: Oct. 21-25 


Standard:


Learning Objective:


Language Objective:

Week 12: Oct. 28-Nov. 1


Standard:


Learning Objective:


Language Objective:

Week 13: Nov. 4-8


Standard:


Learning Objective:


Language Objective:

Week 14: Nov. 11-15


Standard:


Learning Objective:


Language Objective:

Week 15: Nov. 18-22


Standard:


Learning Objective:


Language Objective:

Week 16: Nov. 25-29


THANKSGIVING BREAK

Week 17: Dec. 2-6


Standard:


Learning Objective:


Language Objective:

Week 18: Dec. 9-13


Standard:


Learning Objective:


Language Objective:

